The Semantics of Clause Linking: a cross-linguistic typology by Dixon, R.M.W. & Aikhenvald, Alexandra Y.


EXP L ORATI ONS IN LINGUISTIC TYP OL O GY 
GENERAL EDITORS: Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald and R. M. W. Dixon. 
The Cairns Institute, James Cook University 
Tbis series focuses on aspects of language that ace of current theoretical interest 
and for which there has not previously or recently been any full-scale cross­
linguistic study. Its books are for typologists. field workers, and theory develop­
ers, and designed for usc in advanced seminars and courses. 
PUBLISHED 
I Adjectiv� Classes 
edited by 
R. M. W. Dixon and Alexandra Y. Aikhcnvald 
2 Serial Verb Constructions 
edited by 
Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald and R. M. W. Dixon 
3 Complementation 
edited by 
R. M. W. Dixon and Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald 
4 Grammars in Contact 
edited by 
Akxandra Y. Aikhenvald and R. M. W. Dixon 
5 The Semantics of Oausc Linking 
edited by 
R. M. W. Dixon and Alexandra y, Aikhenvald 
Published in association with the series 
Areal Diffusion and Genetic Inheritance 
Problems in Comparative Linguistics 
edited by 
Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald and R. M. W. Dixon 
The Semantics of 
Clause Linking 
A Cross-linguistic Typology 
Edited by 
R. M. W. DIXON 
AND 
ALEXANDRA Y. AIKHENVALD 
The Cairns Institute 





Great Clarendon Street. Oxford OX2 6DP 
Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford. 
It furthers the University's objective of exccUcnce in research, scholarship, 
and education by publishing worldwide in 
Oxford New York 
Aucldand Cape Town Dar es Salaam Hong Kong Karachi 
Kuala Lumpur Madrid Melbourne Mexico City Nairobi 
New Delhi Shanghai Taipei Toronto 
With offices in 
Argentina Austria Brazil Chile Czech Republic France Greece 
Guatemala Hungary Italy Japan Poland Portugal Singapore 
South Korea Switzerland Thailand Turkey Ukraine Vietnam 
Oxford is a registered trade mark of Oxford University Press 
in the UK and in certain other countries 
Published in the United States 
by Oxford University Press Inc., New York 
C Editorial matter and organization R. M. W. Dixon and Alexandra Y. AikhenvaJd 2009 
IC The chapters their various authors 2009 
The moral rights of the author have been asserted 
Database right Oxford University Press (maker) 
First published 2009 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced. 
stored in a retrieval system. or transmitted, in any form or by any means, 
without the prior permission in writing of Oxford University Press, 
or as expressly permitted by law. or under terms agreed with the appropriate 
reprographics rights organization. Enquiries concerning reproduction 
outside the scope of the above should be sent to the Rights Department, 
Oxford University Press, at the address above 
You must not circulate this book in any other binding or cover 
and you must impose the same condition on any acquirer 
British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 
Data available 
Library of Congress CataJoging in Publication Data 
Data available 
Typeset by SPI Publisher Services, Pondicherry. India 
Printed in Great Britain 
on acid-free paper by 
MPG Books Group, Bodmin and King's Lynn 
ISBN 978-0-19-956722-5 
135791086 4 2  
Contents 
Preface Vll 
Notes on the Contributors VIII 
Abbreviations xii 
1 The Semantics of Clause Linking in Typological Perspective 1 
R. M. W Dixon 
2 The Semantics of Clause Linking in Akkadian 56 
Guy Deutscher 
3 The Semantics of Clause Linking in Galo 74 
Mark Post 
4 The Semantics of Clause Linking in Kham 96 
David E. Watters 
5 The Semantics of Clause Linking in Manambu 118 
Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald 
6 The Semantics of Clause Linking in Iquito 145 
Lev Michael 
7 The Semantics of Clause Linking in Aguaruna 167 
Simon Overall 
8 The Semantics of Clause Linking in Ojibwe 193 
r Randolph Valentine 
9 The Semantics of Clause Linking in Boumaa Fijian 218 
R. M. W Dixon 
10 The Semantics of Clause Linking in Toqabaqita 239 
Frantisek Lichtenberk 
11 The Semantics of Clause Linking in Martuthunira 261 
Alan Dench 
12 The Semantics of Clause Linking in Korean 285 
Ho-min Sohn 
13 The Semantics of Clause Linking in Goemai 318 
Birgit Hellwig 
'4 The Semantics of Clause Linking in Konso 336 
Maanen Mous and Ongaye Oda 
VI Contents 
15 The Semantics of Clause Linking in Mali 356 
Tonya N. Stebbins 
16 Semantics and Grammar in Clause Linking 380 
Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald 
Author index 403 
Languageindex 405 
Subject index 408 
Preface 
Between the typological introduction and final summary, this volume in­
cludes revised versions of fourteen of the fifteen presentations at the Inter­
national Workshop on 'The semantics of clause linking', held at the Research 
Centre for Linguistic Typology, 13-18 August 2007. 
Ho-rnin Solin, author of Chapter 12, is (besides being a native speaker of 
the language), the leading world authority on Korean grammar. Guy 
Deutscher (Chapter 2) is thoroughly familiar with the multitudinous textual 
corpus of Akkadian. In 1980, Alan Deneh (author of Chapter 11) was asked by 
A1gy Paterson, the last fluent speaker of Martuthunira, to document his 
language. Dench recorded and analY2ed a considerable corpus before this 
language passed into extinction with the speaker's death in 1995. The other 
eleven chapters in this volwne are by linguists who have each undertaken 
lengthy spells of immersion fieldwork in a community where the language is 
actively spoken, and themselves acquired competence in it. 
As with previous volumes emanating from our International Workshops 
(also published in the series Explorations in Linguistic T ypology) we owe a 
considerable debt to John Davey, our editor at Oxford University Press. Over 
the years we have worked with many editors from a number of publishing 
houses. John Davey is in a class of his own for insight, perceptiveness, 
efficiency, and-more important of all-the delight which he takes in pub­
lishing OUf books, and the enthusiasm which never fails to cheer us. 
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CLF subordinate clause final clitic 
CM conjugation marker 






COMP(.CL) complement clause 
COMPL completive 
COMPLEM complementary 
COMPL.VB completive generic verb 
CONC concessive 
COND conditional 
CONF confirmation marker 
CONI conjunction 








CURR.REL current relevance 
CUST customary 
DAT dative 




























































equative clause complement 
equative clause subject 
effector 
elative ('away from') 
emphasis 
ergative 











































































































momentary perfective aspect 

































































obviative (contrasted with proximate) 
other (non-speaker) directed 






























propositive sentence cnder 
































































retrospective mood suffix 
reverse core argument roles 
intransitive subject 
<active'S, marked like A 
speech act participant 






singulative (of verb) 
subject honorific suffix 
simultaneous 
same topographical level 




















































verb. intransitive with animate S 
verb. derivationaUy animate intransitive. but taking optional 
third person 0 
verbless clause complement 
verbless clause subject 
ventive 
verb. intransitive with inanimate S 
vocative 
verb. transitive with animate 0 
verb. transitive with inanimate 0 
wonderment 
unspecified actor verbal inflection (one . . . .  or unspecified 
actor of passives) 
you know 
